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Parent Reading
Workshop:
Fostering a Love of
Reading for KST
and KS2

Heatherlands
Primary School

Engaging families to inspire
children's reading habits




Aims of the session



Aims of the session:

To encourage reading for pleasure

How to motivate children to develop a love for reading through enjoyable and
consistent reading experiences at home.

To explore various text types

How to introduce different types of texts and explain their importance in
developing diverse reading skills.

To use online reading resources

How to highlight digital platforms like Bug Club to support reading
e engagement and comprehension development.
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To build positive reading habits

To provide practical tips to integrate reading into daily routines and create a
nurturing, curiosity-driven environment.




Importance of Reading
for Children's
Development



Developmental Benefits of Reading

Cognitive Development

Reading enhances vocabulary, comprehension, and critical thinking, building
a foundation for academic success.

Emotional Growth

Reading fosters empathy, imagination, and resilience through diverse
perspectives and experiences.

Social Skills Enhancement

Reading improves communication and cultural awareness, helping children
navigate relationships effectively.

Concentration and Creativity

Regular reading strengthens concentration, memory, creativity, and problem-
solving abilities in children.



Motivating Children to
Read



Strategies to Encourage Reading

Foster Autonomy with Choice

Allowing children to select their own books increases interest and motivation
to read regularly.

Create Comfortable Environment

A cozy and quiet reading space combined with a routine like bedtime stories
encourages consistent reading habits.

Model Positive Reading Habits

Parents reading and expressing enthusiasm show children that reading is
enjoyable and valued.

Engage Through Discussion and Praise

Discussing stories and praising effort deepens engagement and makes reading
rewarding and fun.




Effective Reading
Sessions at Home



Tips for KS1 and KS2 Reading

KS1 Phonics Focus

Emphasise phonics by encouraging sounding out and blending words to build
early reading skills and confidence.

KS1 Expressive Reading

Use expressive reading to make stories engaging and interactive, enhancing
children'’s interest and comprehension.

KS2 Critical Discussions

Encourage discussions on themes, character development, and predictions to
develop critical thinking skills in children.

Paired Reading Support

Model paired reading to help parents guide without taking over, supporting
children’s independence and connection.




Exploring Different
Types of Texts



Variety in Reading Materials

Fiction and Imagination

Fiction nurtures children's imagination and empathy through storytelling and
creative narratives.

Non-Fiction and Knowledge

Non-fiction texts build knowledge and curiosity, helping children learn about
the real world.

Poetry and Creativity

Poetry enhances language rhythm and creativity, encouraging expressive use
of words and sounds.

Graphic Novels and Engagement

Graphic novels and magazines combine visuals with text, appealing to
reluctant readers and increasing engagement.




100 Golden reads/Launch into reading
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Key Stage 1

Please tick when your child has
read each book.

25 decodable book band books

25 age/stage appropriate fiction chapter books

ands

Hundred Golden Reads

15 other reads

25 age/stage appropriate non-fiction baoks




Accessing Books Online
via Bug Club



Using Digital Resources Effectively

Interactive Online Reading

Bug Club provides an engaging platform for children to access books that are
appropriate to their reading level, conveniently online, enhancing reading
experience.

Tracking Progress

The platform includes tools to monitor reading progress and comprehension,
aiding child development monitoring.

Balancing Screen Time

Balancing digital reading with physical books helps maintain tactile
engagement and reduces eye strain for children.



Summary and Key
Messages



Core Takeaways for Parents

Enjoyable Reading Experience

Reading should always be fun and never feel like a forced activity for
children.

Consistency Over Intensity

Daily reading for 10-15 minutes consistently improves literacy more than
sporadic intense sessions.

Variety Builds Curiosity

Offering diverse reading materials fosters curiosity and builds children's
confidence in reading.

Parental Involvement

Parents modeling reading habits and encouragement support lifelong positive
reading attitudes.




Q&A and Resources
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