Heatherlands Safeguarding information
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Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)

DSL.: Melanie Brown Deputy DSL.: Julian Churchill, Kate Lloyd Christie, Bea Collis, Jude Evans,
Donna Stanley

What is child sexual exploitation?

The sexual exploitation of children and young people under 18 involves exploitative situations, contexts
and relationships where young people (or a third person or persons) receive something (e.g. food
accommodation, drugs, alcohol, cigarettes, affections, gifts, money) as a result of them performing, and/or
another or others performing on them, sexual activities.

Child sexual exploitation can occur through the use of technology without the Childs's immediate
recognition; for example being persuaded to post sexual images on the internet/mobile phones without
immediate payment or gain.

In all cases those exploiting the child/young person have power over them by virtue of their age, gender,

intellect, physical strength and /or economic or other resources. Violence, coercion and intimidations are
common, involvement in exploitative relationships being characterised in the main by the childs or young
persons limited availability of choice resulting form their social/economic and /or emotional vulnerability

DCSF, 2009

Key facts about CSE
» Age - Sexual exploitation often starts age 12-13
*  Gender — affects girls and boys (but lack of knowledge on young men, CEOP 2011)
»  Ethnicity — happens in all communities
*  Vulnerability - Any young person can be targeted
»  Especially vulnerable groups
— Looked after children
—  Children leaving care
—  Children missing from school, home or care
—  Children with learning difficulties
* Victims may be trafficked (locally, regionally, nationally and internationally)
Jago and Pearce (2008)

School role

Be aware of CSE Risk Assessment Tool to be able to pick up vulnerabilities / indicators — use
flowchart to understand the appropriate response.
Build protective factors for young people — school attendance / engagement in after school and
organised activities.

» Engage parents early where there are concerns.

» Raise pupil awareness of e-safety, grooming and exploitation.

* Be vigilant about who is around school
If you are concerned speak to the DSL/ Deputy. Concerns should be reported to local Police (101). Advice
from Poole Social Care 01202 735046

Further information: S:\Safeguarding\CSE
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Targeting
stage

B Observing the child/
young person

B Selection of child/
young person

B Befriending - being nice, giving
gifts, caring, taking an interest,
giving compliments, etc

B Gaining and developing trust

B Sharing information about
young people between
other abusive adults
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The grooming line
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Friendship
forming stage

B Making young people
feel special
B Giving gifts and rewards

B Spending time together

B Listening and remembering
B Keeping secrets

B Being there for them

B ‘No-one understands you like
1 do’; being their best friend

B Testing out physical contact -
accidental touching

B Offering protection

Loving
relationship
stage

B Being their boyfriend/girlfriend

B Establishing a sexual
relationship

B Lowering their inhibitions -
eg showing them pornography
B Engaging them in forbidden

activities - eg going to clubs,
drinking, taking drugs

B Being inconsistent - building up
hope and then punishing them

Abusive
relationship
stage

B Becomes an ‘unloving’
sexual relationship

B Withdrawal of love and friendship

B Reinforcing dependency on
them - stating young person is
‘damaged goods’

B Isolation from family and friends

B Trickery and manipulation -
‘you owe me’

B Threatening behaviour
B Physical violence
B Sexual assaults

B Making them have sex with
other people

B Giving them drugs

B Playing on the young person’s
feeling of guilt, shame and fear
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