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IMPORTANGE OF PHONICS AND
TA ROLE

Foundational Role of Phonics

Phonics is essential for early reading development, focusing on
decoding words accurately before comprehension.

TA Support in Phonics

Teaching assistants provide vital, consistent phonics support to
reinforce classroom instruction and boost literacy skills.

Bug Club and Rapid Phonics

Bug Club offers engaging phonics resources, while Rapid Phonics
delivers targeted intervention for students needing extra help.
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GCORE PHONICS
CONCEPTS




TERMINOLOGY AND PURE
SOUNDS

Phonics Terminology

Key phonics terms include phoneme, grapheme, digraph, and trigraph
for decoding sounds and letters.

Remember, phonemes for reading, graphemes for writing. For example,
'ch' is the phoneme, 'c' and 'h' are the graphemes.

Pure Sounds Importance

Pronouncing pure phoneme sounds without vocal additions such as 'uh'
helps children recognize and manipulate sounds accurately.

Visual Aids in Phonics

Sound buttons, phoneme frames and visual cues link sounds to letters,
enhancing phonics learning and reading skills.
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PHONICS
PHASES AND
PROGRESSION




0VERV|EW OF PHASES 2 Phase 2 Foundations

There are 44 sounds in all, Phase 2 introduces 19 letters and sounds, establishing the basics
TO 6 of phonics learning.
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Phase 3 Grapheme Introduction

17} Introduces the remaining, more difficult or less commonly used phonemes, including
digraphs and trigraphs for richer sounds.
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- _ Phase 4 Blending and Segmenting
“ P ‘ h I oj_ |£ ‘ ' J_ﬁ h Focuses on blending and segmenting CVCC, CCVC and more complex words with more than

one syllable.

reading.

9 A | L Phases 5 and 6: Fluency and Variability
* © e ' ~ Explores alternative pronunciations and spellings and promotes fluency and independent
Y _
— 0
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BLENDING, SEGMENTING, AND
TRICKY WORDS

Phonics Skills: Blending and Segmenting

Blending (decoding) combines sounds to form words ie c-a-t. We use sound buttons
to support this. Segmenting (encoding) breaks words into their constituent sounds.
We use phonic fingers and phoneme frames to support this.

Blending for reading, segmenting for spelling.

Teaching Tricky Words

When teaching tricky/irregular words, you should ask the child to sound out the
parts of the word they know and identify the ‘tricky part’. We do not teach them as
sight words and should always adopt the ‘phonics first" approach. Using repetition,
visual aids and context within sentences will help the children to learn them.
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SUPPORTING
INDEPENDENCGE
AND READING
SESSIONS




ENCOURAGING SELF-
CORRECTION AND TA ROLE

Sound Mat

Jam, Van, Web, Fox, Yell, Zip, Buzz, Queen, Chips,

Shell, Moth, King, Snail, Sheep, Night, Boat, Spoon, Book,

© Pearson Education 2023

Star, Fork, Surf, Ladder, Owl, Coins, Ear, Chair, Manure

Promoting Phonics Independence

TAs encourage students to use sound mats to independently identify and
practice phonics sounds. You could also draw a small phoneme frame to help
them segment and identify how many phonemes are in the word.

Best Bet Method in Phase 5

The 'best bet' strategy guides students to select graphemes based on sound
position in words during spelling. Ask the children which spelling pattern they
know for that part of the word, e.g /ay/ at the end of a word or syllable and /ai/
in the middle.

Encouraging Self-Correction

TAs provide grapheme options and ask students to choose correct spellings to
build deeper understanding, e.g m n 00 Or ew

Supporting Reading Comprehension
TAs use prompts to guide decoding and comprehension without giving direct

dNSWETS, fostering autonomy.
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INTERVENTION

AND NEXT STEPS -



RAPID PHONIGS

Purpose of Rapid Phonics

Rapid Phonics helps students with phonics gaps through focused, structured lessons and
supportive resources.

snappy Lesson plans to secure children’s phonic knowledge, blending and segmenting skill
e ready-made flashcards and photocopiable resources to use during these sessions

e finely-levelled 100% decodable readers for children to practise and apply their new skill:
¢ eBooks for further practice and to build confidence and fluency

e assessment tests to help pinpoint children’s needs and set them on the right path
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0WHFFvFQ9h0&t=10s

5 principals

1. Teaching is interactive and lively

2. Direct instruction (modelling): | do, We do, You do

3. Sessions are fast paced to engage the children’s attention and manage behaviour

4. Strategies are multisensory, integrating what you SEE (letters) with what you HEAR
(sounds) and with what you DO

5. Practise — little and often — with materials at right level
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GETTING STARTED

» Asses with code knowledge and placement tests
» Teach dynamic lessons with snappy lesson plans
 @ive practise by hearing children read

 Build independence through e-books

3 step program

Step 1: Rapid Phonics begins with consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words at Step 1.1 because research indicates
that these words are learned more easily than vowel-consonant (VC) words

Step 2: introduces consonant and vowel digraphs for children who have secure and automatic letter/ sound matches
at Step 1 and well-developed blending and segmenting skills. Research indicates that consonant digraphs are
learned more easily than vowel digraphs, so these are taught first.

Step 3: teaches the most frequently occurring spelling choices for children who have a secure and automatic grasp of
the 40+ letter/sound matches at Steps 1 and 2 and well-developed blending and segmenting skills. This stage should
be an essential part of any literacy programme as it takes account of the unique nature of the complex and ancient
code which is the English writing system. When spelling alternatives are learned at this stage
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Example Snappy Lesson for Steps 1 and 2

STRUCTURE OF A LESSON

A summary gives you the
abjectives for the Snappy Lesson
and success criteria. You can share
these with the children at the start

ot semtie e » Review sounds already taught

Use this section
to review the
sounds, using
flashcards, that
have previously

¢ 3
been taught, Lowrraemy Oljectves: 1) b 206 sigrert Free (herere woh, g donabel (horeres
concentrate on Saccens Crterie: 1 twae! vwe Shomere werch el wrie Scted worh ard 4 eviroy wih 100% actamcy

Snappy Lesson 14

* New sound

any that children
have been
struggling with

~

« QOral blending — Robot Game

» Manipulating sounds - Full Circle Game
Keep these
e s

 Reading words

— g, * Reading sentences

* Sound dictation

Pallcircle warde e, din. dip. did. bid. hael ham hire, g
O, O, Lt e, e, e, e, den, i, i

Use the flashcards,

5. Reading Words 10. Word Dictation

or write these o Auk v 3 s e e o Ak et 41 1z T 19 scumeh ard Wik

words on your own 584, ted, 1id, Dod, i, 664 @, e, D, i, o, il o

mini-whiteboard 6, Reading Sentences (s pue v 11, Sentence Dictation s pe 5 ° ertl n g n eW S O u nd
Gan had o red hen Den had o red hon
i the o 6t n s har? 04 e ca S i his hat?

« (Oral segmenting
.
Some senternces
rehearse previously-
learned tricky
words. Look aut for
children who need
a reminder of what
the tricky part of
the word is, and
encourage them to
blend the rest

~

e Word dictation

Do as many or as few
sentences as you feel
children need. Round off
the session by praising

them for their efforts!

Ask the children

to write on lined
mini-whiteboards
or ruled paper

» Sentence dictation

2/4/2026 15



EXAMPLES OF
WORK

Assessment examples
Workbook examples
Feed Forward
Progress

Equipment needed — wipeboard,
pen, sound cards, word cards,
picture cards (optional),sentence
cards, workbooks books
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RESOURGES AND
COMMON
PITFALLS
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d red

52
him

45

o green

36
away

29

open

60

53

12

yellow

went

give

goes

ate

go

down

who

RESOURCES T0 SUPPORT

g«

fi

<::E
1

CccC

Scheme fidelity — not Twinkl sound cards/worksheets
Sorting real and alien words — buried treasure
Bingo

Magnetic boards

Matching words to pictures

Correcting sentences

Sorting words into sound groups

Highlighting sounds in words

Word/sentence dictation

Speed fingers sound mat

Full circle with sound cards

| spy — oral blending

Guess the word — find the picture

Tricky word snap
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GOOD PRACTIGE

Things to remember:

Pure sounds

Not saying ‘split " or ‘magic €’
 Scheme fidelity

« Using correct terminology
 Always phonics first

» Model correct spelling — children can make
phonetically plausible attempts but not the
adult

 Encourage independence — use scaffolding

 Making sure the children say the sound, not the
picture, for example ‘ure’ not manure

« Making sure the book band correlates with their
phonic knowledge — they should be able to read
90% without error and have good
comprehension
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