
Heavy Metal Year 4 
Words I need to know and use: 

The focus of this topic is Art 

Key knowledge: 

The ‘Big Ideas’ in art are: inspiration, experimentation &            
expression 

Key Question:  Who is Alexander Calder? 
 
• Study wire sculptures by Alexander Calder    and use computer gener-

ated animation as starting points for own work (inspiration, exper-
imentation, expression) 

• Use pipe cleaners, to create prototype models before sculpting with 
wire for final product (experimentation, expression) 

• Use the work of Alexander Calder (Sculptor) to replicate  ideas or 
inspire own work (inspiration, experimentation, expression) 

• Create wire sculptures inspired by Alexander Calder (inspiration, 
experimentation, expression) 

• Study the work of Alexander Calder (Sculptor) identifying the 7 
elements of art and the principles of balance, contrast, emphasis, 
movement, rhythm and unity using the work as an inspiration for 
their own art (inspiration) 

• Use artists work as an inspiration for their own. (inspiration, ex-
perimentation, expression)    

• Decide what materials best suit the task by exploring known tech-
niques. (experimentation)    

• Collect ideas in sketch books and annotate using key, relevant 
art vocabulary. (experimentation, expression) 

• Know that 3-dimensional art includes the length, width, and depth 
of an object such as a structure, 
building, or sculpture. (expression) 

• Draw shadows and understand tones 
are created by the way in which 
light falls on a 3D object. 
(experimentation, expression) 

wire sculp-
tures  

the creation of sculpture or jewellery out of wire  

sculptor an artist who makes sculptures  

sculpture the art of making three-dimensional representative or abstract 
forms, especially by carving stone or wood or by casting metal 
or plaster.  

mould form (an object) out of malleable material.  

malleable (of a metal or other material) able to be hammered or pressed into 
shape without breaking or cracking.  

prototype a first or preliminary version of a device or vehicle from which    
other forms are developed.  

securely in a fixed or stable manner.  

decoration the process or art of decorating something.  

Shapes are an important part of sculpture.  
They can be natural or man-made, regular or irregular, geometric or organic, 

coloured, patterned or textured.  
Shapes can be used to control your feelings in the composition of an artwork: 

Squares and Rectangles can portray strength and stability 
Circles and Ellipses can represent continuous movement 

Triangles can lead the eye in an upward movement 
Inverted Triangles can create a sense of imbalance and tension 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Alexander Calder created works with wire and pliers. He would bend, twist 
and crimp wire to form three- dimensional portraits of celebrities and friends 

that had all the vitality and spontaneity of a line drawing in space. 
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