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Why Oracy Matters in Our School

Oracy—the ability to communicate effectively through spoken language—is a foundation of learning and personal development. It
is not an optional extra; it is fundamental to every child’s success across the curriculum. The July 2025 DfE Writing Framework
makes this clear: writing builds on strong oral foundations. Children who articulate ideas verbally are better equipped to structure
sentences, develop vocabulary, and manage the cognitive demands of writing. We want to teach children to speak confidently,
listen actively, and engage thoughtfully in discussion. Oracy is recognised as a key driver of literacy, inclusion, and overall
attainment.

Our aim is to ensure that every child becomes a confident, articulate communicator—able to express ideas clearly, reason
effectively, and collaborate with others. Strong oracy skills support:

e Reading comprehension through richer vocabulary and deeper understanding.

o Writing fluency by rehearsing ideas aloud before committing them to paper.

» Personal confidence in presenting, debating, and sharing opinions.

o Equity and inclusion, giving all learners—especially those with EAL or speech and language needs—access to the
curriculum.

We weave oracy into the fabric of our teaching, not as a standalone activity but as an integral part of every lesson. Strategies
include:

o Drama and Role-Play to explore empathy and narrative.

e Structured Debate to develop reasoning and respectful disagreement.

o Class and Partner Talk to rehearse language and clarify thinking.

» Discussion Circles to nurture listening and questioning skills.

o Oral Rehearsal in Writing Lessons to strengthen composition and sentence fluency.

Teachers use planning templates, modelled lessons, and CPD to ensure these approaches are consistent and impactful.

We devote lesson time to oracy alongside writing in all curriculum areas. Standalone oracy sessions reduce as talk becomes
embedded in every subject. Leadership monitors progress through observations, pupil voice, and work scrutiny, sharing best
practice regularly.



By prioritising oracy, we develop well-rounded, confident learners who think critically, communicate effectively, and thrive
academically and socially.

Vocabulary Teaching

Building robust oral language is essential—not just the ability to speak, but to speak with precision, clarity, and confidence. A key

part of this is ensuring that children have access to tiered vocabulary, taught deliberately and embedded in the learning

environment.

Tiered Vocabulary
According to Beck, McKeown & Kucan's model, vocabulary is classified into:

o Tier 1: Everyday words (e.g., dog, run)—acquired through daily use.

o Tier 2: Academic, high-frequency words (e.g., explore, consequence, analyse)—often found across subjects.

o Tier 3: Subject-specific terminology (e.g., Aypotenuse, evaporation).
Tier 2 is particularly critical—it enables children to express complex ideas across subjects yet is less likely to be learned
incidentally. Explicit teaching of Tier 2 words significantly enhances comprehension and oral fluency, enriching classroom
dialogue and writing development.

Explicit Vocabulary Instruction

Research shows that deliberate and explicit vocabulary instruction—where teachers define words, provide context, and encourage
active use—boosts both oral and written language skills. According to Nation (2013) and Schmitt (2008), effective instruction
combines repeated exposure, conscious attention, and uptake through meaningful use in speech and writing.

Oracy-centred Vocabulary Development

The Voicing Vocabulary study (Voice 21/Dulverton Trust, 2023) finds that oracy-focused classrooms—with a focus on speaking and
hearing complex words—accelerate vocabulary growth, boost reading attainment, and improve children’ confidence in
communication. Children who engage in talk-rich environments learn new words faster and deploy them effectively in both oral
and written contexts.



The July 2025 Writing Framework explicitly highlights that children must:
o “Speak sentences aloud before writing”,
e Use subject-appropriate vocabulary within contexts,
e See vocabulary scaffolded through talk, dictation, and modelled language.
This solidifies the link between high-quality oracy and stronger transcription, composition, and reading comprehension skills.

Our Expectations & Practice

Explicit Vocabulary Lessons: Teachers introduce and explore Tier 2/3 vocabulary each week. This includes:
o Pupil-friendly definitions, synonyms, antonyms
o Visuals, examples, and contexts
o Spoken rehearsal and student-generated sentences
e Vocabulary-Rich Environment:
o Displays and working walls include current vocabulary, definitions, visuals, and examples.
o Children are encouraged—and expected—to use new words during drama, discussions, partner talk, and writing
tasks.
o Scaffolded Talk: Structured oracy activities (debates, sentence stems, discussion circles) actively use new vocabulary,
reinforcing correct usage and deepening understanding.
e Integration Across Curriculum: Vocabulary instruction is not isolated. In every subject:
o Tier 3 terms are introduced within science, geography, maths contexts.
o Tier 2 words are recycled across subjects and supported through talk and writing.

































DEBATE SENTENCE STEMS




Maths Questioning

Compare and Contrast

Encourages noticing patterns and relationships

What's the same and what’s different?

Explain and Justify

Promotes reasoning behind rules and methods

Why does this work?

Predict and Extend

Applies knowledge to new situations

What if we changed this number?

Generate Examples

Builds flexibility and problem-solving

How many ways can you make this true?

Spot Patterns and Generalise

Leads to forming general rules

What do you notice?

Challenge Misconceptions

Tests understanding and encourages proof

Is this always, sometimes or never true?

YEAR GROUP SPECIFIC EXAMPLES







VOCABULARY BY YEAR GROUP

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
Accurate Abstract Abandon Abstract
Appearance Accurate Accompany Adaptation
Atmosphere Area Adaptation Analysis
Attract Automatic Affect Anticipate
Audience combine Analysis Appropriate
Automatic Complex Appearance Association
Common Cycle Area Atmosphere
Community Data Atmosphere Authority
Compare Device Attract Cease
Conclusion Efficient Audience Conscious
Conflict Energy Benefit Consequences
Consider Environment Co-operation Controversial
Construction Exchange Community Core

Core Furthermore Conclusion Crucial
Couple Global Conflict Cycle

Create Hierarchy Consequences Definite
Cycle Impact Context Demonstrate
Data Innovation Create Develop
Definition International Cultural Distorted
Design Investigate Cycle Diversity
Discriminate Justification Debate Dominant
Draft Location Definition Dynamic
Duration Maximum Develop Economy
Energy Medium Discriminate Eliminate
Equipment Method Diversity Equipment




Estimate
Evidence
Example
Exchange
Expert
Features
Goals
Individual
Inferred
Investigate
Label
Layer
Medium
Mental
Method
Minimum
Motivation
Object
Odd
Outcomes
Popular
Possession
Predicted
Process
Published
Refine
Resources
Section
Sequence
Strategies

Motivation
National
Objective
Overseas
Physical
Possession
Predicted
Previous
Published
Pursue
Quotation
Release
Represent
Resources
Reverse
Security
Sensitive
Source
Strategies
Substitution
Supply
Sustainable
Symbol
Technique
Technology
Transfer
Unique
Variation
Volume
whereas

Economy
Energy
Environment
Equipment
Estimate
Evaluation
Evidence
Evolution
Experience
Factor
Features
Frequent
Furthermore
Global
Government
Hierarchy
Impact
Initial
Instruction
Intention
Investigate
Isolated
Issues
Justification
Location
Migration
Motivation
Necessary
Neutral
Nonetheless

Evolution
Exploitation
Familiar
Furthermore
Government
Guarantee
Hierarchy
Identified
Impact
Inferred
Insight
Justification
Label
Literature
Logic
Migration
Minimum
Motivation
Negotiator
Neutral
Objective
Occur
Organise
Perspective
Phenomenon
Philosophy
Possession
Potential
Priority
Procedure




Survive
Target
Text
Transition
volume

Objective
Overall
Overseas
Physical
Political
Predicted
Priority
Prohibited
Quotation
Recognise
Research
Resources
Rigid
Route
Severe
Significant
Similar
Society
Source
Strategies
Structure
Style
Sufficient
Suitable
Summary
Sustainable
Technique
Theory
Transport
United

Process
Prohibited
Quotation
Recognise
Represent
Research
Resources
Reverse
Rigid
Schedule
Select
Sequence
Significant
Specific
Standard
Subsequent
Substitution
Suitable
Sustainable
Text

Theme
Traditional
Transition
Trigger
Unique
variation




Volume
whereas

These words still need allocating:

absolutely, access, achieve, acquire, advantage, aid, alter, alternative, announce, annual, appreciation, approach, assessment, assume, assumption, attached,
attained, attitudes, available, aware,

basic, bond, brief, budget,

capable, category, channel, circumstance, civil, clarity, code, collapse, comment, commit, communicate, component, conceived, concept, condition, confined,
confirmed, consistent, constant, contact, contract, contrast, contribution, control, converted, convinced,

decline, deny, despite, detect, dimension, discrimination, display, distribute, document,

emerged, emphasis, enable, encounter, enhanced, ensure, entire, error, establish, ethical, eventually, examine, exceed, excluded, exhibit, exist, expansion, external,
extract,

file, final, flexibility, focus, format, foundation, framework,

generated,

highlighted,

identical, ignored, image, imposed, incident, indicate, influence, input, insert, intelligence, intensity, interaction, internal, involved,
limit, link,

maintain, major, market, media, military, monitoring,

negotiation, nevertheless,

obtained, obvious, option, overcome,

period, persistent, phase, positive, precise, principle, prior, propose, prospect, public,

random, reaction, recovery, region, rejected, related, reluctant, removed, required, reserve, response, restore, retained, revealed, revision, revolution, role,
scheme, separate, series, shift, signal, site, solely, stability, support, system,

temporary, tension, transform, trend, typical,

underlying,

via



